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July 

   Summer Fling 

September 8-9 

   Rosemont Car Show 

October 16th 

     Z Con 

See full schedule on page 4  for 
more details  

Jeff Pleiter, President 

Midwest Heritage Z Fest 

Photo by Jeff P. 

 
Please send any event 
suggestions to Walt. He 
would also appreciate help 
in organizing and shep-
herding  the events. 

     We are just back from a good Z time at Midwest 
Z Heritage Fest in Nashville, Indiana.   It was a 
good turnout with 50+ cars and 100+ people.  The 
weekend was a bit hot with weather in the 80’s and 
90’s but at least no rain during the event.  Allie and 
I stayed an extra day to explore Nashville and 
meet up with relatives I have in the area and the 
sky opened up with a storm about noon just over 
Nashville, so we didn’t completely miss getting 
rained on.   We all noticed that gas in Indiana is not 
the comparative bargain it used to be.  Indiana has 
raised their gas tax. 
     Friday was primarily a travel day with a car 
wash set up.  I didn’t join the caravan down as I 
had promised Allie she could sleep in and pack in 
the morning, but a number of people met at the 
Lincoln Oasis and traveled down together.  The 
evening arrived with soft drinks, water, adult bever-
ages, and pizza.  It was good to get together and 
catch up with the Z folk from the other clubs. 
     At the show we met a very nice and enthusiastic 
lady named Laurie who owned the only (and very 
nice) 280ZX at the show.  She owns one of the 
shops in town and found the event in the local pa-
per shortly before the event.   She regularly parks 
her car in front of the shop and gets a few extra 
customers and an occasional offer to buy her Z.   
Before we left she indicated her intent to join the 
Indy Z club.  
     Saturday brought the car show, during which I 
had volunteered to judge, so I did not really get to 
see all the cars in detail, just the engines of the 
various classes of daily drive and modified cars I 
was judging.   Three bottles of water later I was 
done. 
     The dinner brought both the raffle prizes, of 

Continued on page 2 
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Walt Kreitling, VP of Activities 

Greetings Fellow Z-ites, 
     The BIG NEWS for June is, of course the Midwest Z 
Heritage Show in Nashville, TN.  If this were an article in 
Variety the headline would read: WCZC BOFFO AT Z 
FEST IN N’VILLE!  But I’m getting ahead of the story.  On 
June 15, 4 Zs met at the Lincoln Oasis (the Oppermans, 
Johnsons, Kreitlings and Ty Ozgen) for the journey to 
Nashville.  We would be joined there by the Pleiters, 
Kushs, Kecas, Rosecrans and Mike Phillips who traveled 
separately.  The caravan journey was largely uneventful 
with the exception of a slight detour which may have been 
caused by someone who looked like me.  The lane 
change turned out to be one going to Columbus, OH in-
stead of Columbus, IN.  No great delay and Bill Opper-
man had a chance to refuel so we were on our way in no 
time albeit one of us was a bit red faced. 
     The Fest was held at Season’s Lodge and was attend-
ed by about 100 people and 50+ Zs with all generations 
being represented.  Notably absent this year were any 
Infinitys or GTRs.  Despite temperatures in the 90s every-
one was out cleaning and shinning their “rides”.  Judging 
took place on Saturday morning and by 1:00 pm all vehi-
cles were inspected and the tallies were in.  A few of us 
(the Rosencrans, Kecas, Johnsons, and Mike Phillips) 
took a very pleasant drive through the turns and hills 
around the area to a place called Story, a community of 
less than a half dozen whose main attraction is a General 
Store/Bar with a couple of old Standard Oil gas pumps.  
Very quaint and according to the sign “Located inconven-
iently in the same location since 1851”.  After some re-

freshments we returned to the Lodge and attended the 

dinner/awards/raffle/silent auction presentation. 
     To say that our participation in the Midwest Z Heritage 
Show was successful understates the case and our sur-
prise.  The list of winnings is as follows: 
 
Silent Auction 

Mike Phillips – Stabilizer Bars for Gen 1 
Ty Ozgen – Griot’s Garage Wash Set 
Karl Kush – the Katayama Book 

50/50 Drawing for the Jackson Center for Conductive Edu-
cation, the charity to which Z Heritage proceeds will go. 

Judy Kush (who donated her winnings to the Jackson 
Center) 

Raffle 
Jeff Pleiter - $50 Gift Certificate from Z SPEC 
Glenn Johnson – Titanium Strut Nuts for Gen 6 

  Rock Auto Gift Certificate 
Show Awards 

Mike Phillips – 1st Place Gen 1 Daily Driver 
Bill Opperman – 2nd Place Gen 1 Modified 
Ty Ozgen – 1st Place Gen 4 Daily Driver 
Jeff Pleiter – 1st Place Gen 5 Stock 
Karl Kush – 1st Place Gen 5 Modified 
Kieth Keca – 3rd Place Gen 5 Modified 
Walt Kreitling – 1st Place Gen 6 Stock 
Bob Rosecrans – 2nd Place Gen 6 Stock 
Glen Johnson – 1st Place Gen 6 Modified  
 

All together not a bad showing.   I think it says a lot about 
how much we enjoy and maintain our cars.  Congratula-
tions to all the WCZC participants. 
     The 2018 Midwest Z Heritage show was very well orga-
nized and the members are to be congratulated on a very 
smooth and efficiently run program.  What is more remark-
able is that the total membership is currently 10 people, all 
of whom were involved in some fashion but the operating 
committee who bore most of the responsibility was com-
posed of 5 of the members.  That shows commendable 
organizational skills and remarkable efficiency.  I think we 
were all impressed. 
Next year’s event will be in Ohio on the same week end so 
mark your calendars. 
     After all that good news unfortunately there is some 
bad news.  The “Evening with Tesla” event scheduled for 
July the 12th has been cancelled by Tesla of Westmont.  
Shortly after I received the go ahead from my contact at 
the dealership I received an email from Ryan Needles in-
forming me that there had been a major restructuring of 
the distribution organization at Tesla and they would not 
be able to accommodate our event.  Upon returning home 
on Monday I opened Evite and cancelled the event with an 
explanation to be sent to all members.  However, the pro-
gram did in fact cancel the event but nothing went out.  So 

Continued form page 1 

Continued on page 3 
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WCZC shirts can be ordered directly from Chero-
kee Rose Embroidery. 630.941.3305. See the 
WCZC Website, for more information 
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which there were many, and the awards of which the 
Windy City Z Club made a good showing.  See the photos 
in the newsletter, online website and on our Facebook 
page.       
     Hold the dates of June 13, 14, and 15 of next year 
open for Cleveland Z Club will be hosting next year’s Mid-
west Z Heritage event in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.   That is 
an additional day with tentative plans for the suds n shine 
and welcome on Thursday, Friday an autocross and/or 
cruise possible with the car show and dinner on Saturday.  
They will be updating the Midwest Z Heritage website in 
the next month or so. 
     Time to clean the bugs of the Z!  I hope to see you at 
the event next year! 
    While we were there, Walt told me that the Tesla event 
had fallen through, but he was working on some other 
events which I am sure he will share his column. 
     I have a couple of things in my attic I am looking to 
pass on if anyone needs them:   Stock sway bars from my 
94 2+2, and the Bose radio from the same car - the head 
unit worked fine when pulled, and so did the speakers 
when I brought it in for installation on an aftermarket sys-
tem.  Unfortunately some of the speakers were damaged 
by the shop during removal to install the aftermarket 
speakers.   While I saved them, I don’t really know what 
parts of the speakers might be usable.  Contact me if you 
have any interest. 
     Nissan 370 Z sales continue to slow down.  343 were 
sold in May of 2018 down from 447 sold in May of 2017.   
Mad Mike was present at the show, and as usual could 
not say anything, if he knows anything, about the next Z. 

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 2 

I resurrected the event and resent it with an explanation 
and the message as I received it from Ryan Needles.  It 
was sent but apparently not everyone has read the 
“Host’s Comment” and I have received several “yes” and 
“no” responses.  So I may have to update the message 
again.  To say the least I am disappointed that the event 
will not take place and also in the somewhat marginal 
explanation for cancelling, but there is not much to be 
done. 
       I am already looking into another event for July and 
will have something out in the next few days.  Longer 
term, you have received an Evite for Z Con in October in 
Atlanta.  Please give this your consideration.   
      In last month’s Newsletter I talked about a Car Club 
participation at The Classic Auto Show on September 8-9 
at the Stephens Convention Center.  This is a big deal as 
there will be about 600 cars and 50 car clubs present.  
The fly in the ointment is that the cars will have to stay in 
the arena for the duration of the show which will require 
some ancillary transportation on both days.  In talking to 
the organizer they expressed an eagerness to have us 
join the event.  I will send an Evite with the details and 
would be interested in feedback from anyone who would 
be willing to participate.   
     There are two car shows on the immediate horizon.  
On Sunday June 24th at Iron Gate Motor Condos, 2212 
Ferry Road, Naperville, the 5th annual International (!?) 
Auto Show is taking place from 10:00am – 2:00pm.  It is a 
rain or shine event, food and beverages available for pur-
chase, open to the public no charge or preregistration 
necessary.  Also, July 8th, Autobahn Country Club, 3795 
Centerpoint Way, Joliet, is having a “Watch, Drive & 
Show” event from 10:00am – 2:00pm.  Show your car, 
watch the members race, food is available for purchase at 
their café and there will be a Touring session on the 
member’s track.   
See you soon.      

License Plate Frame 

$3 ea. or 2 for $5 
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Date Time Event Location Contact and Details WCZC  

Event 
July TBD Summer Fling TBD Evite to follow    Yes 

July 7 9AM Supercar Saturday Arboretum of South Bar-
rington 

Supercarsaturdays.com No 

August  4 9AM Supercar Saturday Arboretum of South Bar-
rington 

Supercarsaturdays.com No 

September 1 9AM Supercar Saturday Arboretum of South Bar-
rington 

Supercarsaturdays.com No 

September 8-9 TBD Classic Auto Show Stephens Convention 
Center 

Rosemont, IL 

Evite to follow    Yes 

September 16 7:30am Cantigny Car Show Cantigny 

Wheaton, IL 

Cantigny.org    TBD 

October 16—20  Z Con Atlanta, GA Zcon.org    Yes 

July 8 10AM Show and Drive Autobahn Country Club  TBD 

                  For more information, contact Walt Kreitling, unless noted otherwise.  



 

  www.windycityzclub.com                                                                      5                                                                                                 June 2018 

            Newsle er of the Windy City Z Club 

 

Midwest Z Heritage Fest  Photos by Glenn J. and Jeff P. 
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Windy City Z Club has many sponsors. Most Nissan dealers will provide a discount when asked. We recog-
nize and thank the following companies, for providing constant support to the club, our members, and the 
national Z community. Please let us know, if you think your company should be on this list. 

Local Dealers: 

Continental Nissan, Countryside, IL 708.352.9200 

McGrath Nissan, Elgin, IL 855.315.4191 

Arlington Nissan, Buffalo Grove, IL 847.590.6100 

Woodfield Nissan, Hoffman Estates, IL 847.310.1900 

Gerald Nissan, Naperville, IL 630.355.3337 

Local Specialty Sponsors 

Sound Performance, Bensenville, IL 630.893.5002 

Bennett Coachworks, Milwaukee, WI 414.298.2068 

Associated Tire & Battery, Oak Park, IL 708.383.6673 

National Sponsors 

Tire Rack, South Bend, IN 800.428.8355 

Motorsport Auto, Orange, CA 800.633.6331 

Stillen, Costa Mesa, CA 866.250.5542 

Courtesy Nissan, Richardson TX 800.527.1909 

Jim Wolf Technology, El Cajon, CA 619.442.0680 

Avalon Racing, Londonberry, NH 603.425.2270 
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       WINDY CITY Z CLUB 
Jeff Pleiter, President - 630-832-7857 

             Walt Kreitling, V.P. of Activities - heirbinich@mchsi.com 
Patrick Sylvester, V.P. of Administration - 847-895-6939 
Sue Chan, Membership -  wczcmembership@gmail.com 

Jim Koolish, Newsletter – 847-269-3175 
Glenn Johnson, Webmaster - 630-363-2081 

Bill Bragg, Treasurer - 414-697-1779 
Date:____________________, 20_____ 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Name      Dual Member’s Name 
 
__________________________________  ________________________  ______  __________ 
Street     City     State Zip 
 
(_____) ______ -_____________ (_____) ______ -_____________   (_____) ______ -_____________ 
Cell Phone    Home Phone    Work Phone 
 
____________________   _______________    ________   ____________________     _________ 
Occupation   Birthday (Mo/Day)   Shirt Size   Dual Member’s Birthday     Shirt Size 
 
E-mail address (please print):______________________________________________________________ 
Your e-mail address is important because we send the WCZC newsletter and club notifications via e-mail. 
Please remember to keep us updated if your e-mail address changes. 
 
Type of Zs Owned (Please indicate year and quantity): 

240Z ____________________________________   300ZX___________________________________ 

260Z ____________________________________   350Z ____________________________________ 

280Z____________________________________    370Z ____________________________________ 

280ZX __________________________________ 

How did you hear about our club? ____________________________________________________ 

 
Membership Categories:  Please check one 
o $30.00 for one year (incl. foreign countries) 
o $50.00 for two years (incl. foreign countries) 
 

o $25.00 for one Associate year* 
o $40.00 for two Associate years* 
*Associates must live at least 300 miles outside Chicago 

 
I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING: 
o Autocrossing 
o Trips-Touring 
o Rallying 
o Car Restoration 
o Road Racing 
o Social Events 

o Tech Seminars 
o Hosting a club event 
o Customizing 
o Committee Volunteer 
o Club Representative 
o Leadership Role 
 

If you have any questions concerning these categories, please contact one of the Club Officers listed above. 
 

Please make your check payable to the Windy City Z Club and mail it with this application to: 
WINDY CITY Z CLUB 

6770 Aspen Road, Lisle, Illinois 60532 
Your membership packet will be sent to you by return mail within four to six weeks 
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