WCZC News

Upcoming

January, 2026
General Meeting
February 2026
Chicago Auto Show
July 12, 2026
Annual Picnic
Dwight, IL
September 21-26, 2026
ZCon
Phoenix, AZ
November 2026
Annual B-day Party
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The President Se

Ty Ozgen, President

As | write this newsletter, it is exactly 0° out-
side. What a difference a couple months (days)
makes in our weather here in Chicago area.
Since we last chatted, we have been through
three great events for our club. For our first
one, we convened at Woodfield Nissan for our
Oktoberfest Cars and Coffee event. It was a
beautiful day!! Many of us were there in
shorts and a T-shirt. If | recall, | even put on
sunblock it was that nice. All the different Z
generations were represented in full force. We
even had Mike Higashikawa’s Datsun 2000
roadster join us, top down of course. It was
nice just hanging around talking to friends and
looking at Z's as we enjoyed our coffee and
donuts, compliments of Woodfield Nissan. |
brought my 1980 Tenth Anniversary for the
event. If you recall, this was the second time
we were at Woodfield Nissan this year. In Au-
gust, we gathered during the Z Across America
Rally that came through Chicago on its way to
the Z car convention held in Nashville. Many
thanks to Scott Gabrenya of Woodfield Nissan
for hosting us again this year. Feel free to take
a look at the pictures on our Facebook page
and in this newsletter.

The following weekend we had our fall fling
drive to Dwight, lllinois. Again, a beautiful fall
day. We met at the Starbucks in Bolingbrook in
the morning and went from there. Right away |
was getting a little bit of heat, as some people
were saying that we should’ve met at Dunkin’
Donuts. | will take that advice for next time. We
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headed down the back roads along the Kankakee
River. Unfortunately, the trees had not turned color
to any significant degree. We tried to go so that we
could enjoy the colors, but we were about 2 weeks
early for that. Perhaps the delayed change was due
to the nice, dry weather we had for most of the fall.
Nevertheless, it was a wonderful drive. | took my
1983 280 ZX this time. From the Kankakee area, we
headed to Dwight where we met at the Crazy 80s
Car Museum.

| have been to many car museums through the
years and to be honest, this is probably one of the
most memorable ones. The cars represented here
were by no means collectible nor exotic cars. They
were cars that we all drove as daily drivers back in
the day. From Ford Escorts to Nissan Pulsar’s to
Yugo’s to Renault cars. Many of them were smaller
economy cars. | had a 1983 Nissan Pulsar at one
time, and seeing one there was a trip down memory
lane. Mine was black with a red cloth interior. | think
| paid $800 for it and sold it for $1000 a few years
later. | bought it to spare my 1983 280ZX Turbo
from the winters. You see, even back then | was
protecting my Z’s. The owners of the museum were
very welcoming and pleased that we were there to
join them. They joined us to talk about the cars and
their significance. There was no entrance fee, but
they did ask for donations, which | was glad to help
out with. If you’ve never been there, it's worth going
to see. Definitely a trip down memory lane. From
there, we went to the Old Route 66 Family Restau-
rant, which was a couple blocks away. We had a
table waiting for us. The food was great especially
the cole slaw, and of course the camaraderie was
even better! Everybody had a great time.

Our final event of the year was our annual Windy
City Z club birthday party. Not just any birthday, but
our 50th birthday party!!!  We are by far one of the
oldest Z clubs in the country, in addition to one of the
largest. Think about that..that’s since 1975!1 It is
the officers as well as the members that make this
club survive. Once again, we met at Reserve 22 for
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the event. We had a room to ourselves, a cash bar,
great food, as well as a rolling slideshow of all the
events we had through the course of the year. We
were fortunate to have some members who have
been with the club from just about the beginning. Bill
Bragg, our lifelong treasurer, talked about how the
club came together back in 1975. It’s interesting that
back then, there were a lot more driving events such
as autocrosses. There were more smaller tracks
available, and the cost was not as prohibitive. Not
to mention the liability in having these kinds of
events. Some of our members do continue to track
their cars with other organizations, but the only time
we collectively do it is usually through ZCON.

Anyway, the birthday party was a success. We
had plenty of raffle prizes available for our mem-
bers. Many thanks to our sponsors who donated
prizes including Griots, Motorsport Z, Nissan North
America, Turtle Wax, ZCCA as well as your WCZC.
Many members also donated items to be raffled.
Thank you!!! The current slate of officers were
reelected to the respective positions. Pat Sylvester
will continue as Vice President of Administration. He
has been very helpful helping me in collecting spon-
sorships for our car club from various businesses.
He has also assisted me in setting up some activi-
ties this year. Bill Bragg will remain as treasurer and
continues to keep me up-to-date with money that is
going in and out of our club. Your dues do keep the
club going by paying for our website, our insurance
as well as our ZCCA dues. The birthday party cost
was partially offset by your club. Mike Phillips will
also continue as our secretary and membership per-
son. He is great at keeping me up-to-date with new
members who are joining our club. He will be send-
ing out membership renewals in January. You can
pay through our website using Paypal. Glenn John-
son is our Webmaster and keeps our Windy City Z
club site updated with past and future events. Feel
free to look at all the pictures he has posted through
the years. Jim Koolish is our newsletter editor and
continues to do a great job putting our newsletter
together as well as the unofficial photographer for
our club. If anybody has any interesting articles they
would like to share, please send it to him for future
newsletters. Again, we don’t have a Vice President
of Activities, but we decided that we as a group will
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put the activities together in the upcoming year.

The coveted “Broken Z Award” has a new recipi-
ent. For those of you not familiar with this trophy, it is
given to a Windy City Z club member who has had
an unusual issue with their Z rendering it undrivable,
etc. Last year's winner, Fred Grosz, tried to win it
again this year. He had the misfortune of getting his
280ZX “restored” at a restoration shop in Milwaukee.
He continued to have problems with it this year but
given the fact that these problems initially occurred
last year, he did not win the trophy. Sorry Fred. |
know how much it meant to you. Our new winner
Pat Sylvester earned this trophy because of issues
he was having with his fuel pump on his 260Z. All
summer long he told us he was going to get it fixed
and get it running, but unfortunately, he never got
around to it and the car never left his garage. Finally,
he did get it fixed but it was too late and now is the
proud owner of this trophy. Congratulations!

In closing, | want to thank everybody who made
this year a success. We had plenty of activities
throughout the year and everybody chipped in. We
had great attendance as well and hopefully this will
continue into 2026. I'm looking forward to getting
together with everybody in the new year for our Z
general meetings where we will go over future
events as well as other club business. | already have
several ideas in mind as far as activities. Please look
for your Evites and your renewals in the new year.
Wishing everyone a great Holiday Season and a
Happy New Year!!!

www.windycityzclub.com

Oct—Dec 2025



TWwaw INT VYO

Newsletter of the Windy City Z Club

WCZC 2026 Schedule of Events

Date Time Event Location Contact and Details WCZC
Event

January 2026 General Meeting Evite to follow Yes

February 2026 Chicago Auto Show Evite to follow Yes

July 12, 2026 Annual Picnic Evite to follow Yes

August 23, 2026 Geneva Concours Evite to follow Yes

September 2026 Cantigny Car Show Evite to follow Yes

September 21, ZCon Phoenix, AZ ZCon.org

2026

November 2026 Club B-day Party Evite to follow Yes

Store

Contact Ty at tyozgen@gmail.com to purchase

License Plate Frame
$3 ea. or 2 for $5

WCZC shirts can be ordered directly from Cherokee
Rose Embroidery. 630.941.3305. See the WCZC
Website, for more information

www.windycityzclub.com 4

Oct—Dec 2025




WCLZU News

Newsletter of the Windy City Z Club

WCZC Activities

Cars and Coffee—Schaumburg Nissan Photos by Jim K.
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WCZC Activities

Fall Fling—Dwight, IL Photos by Jim K
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WCZC Activities

Annual B-day Dinner Photos by Jim K
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Newsletter of the Windy City Z Club

Sponsors

Windy City Z Club has many sponsors. Most Nissan dealers will provide a discount when asked. We recog-
nize and thank the following companies, for providing constant support to the club, our members, and the
national Z community. Please let us know, if you think your company should be on this list.

Local Dealers: National Sponsors

McGrath Nissan, Elgin, IL 847.695.6700 Tire Rack, South Bend, IN 800.428.8355
Arlington Nissan, Buffalo Grove, IL 847.590.6100 Motorsport Auto, Orange, CA 800.633.6331
Woodfield Nissan, Hoffman Estates, IL 847.310.1900  Stillen, Costa Mesa, CA 866.250.5542

Gerald Nissan, Naperville, IL 630.355.3337 Courtesy Nissan, Richardson TX 800.527.1909
Local Specialty Sponsors Jim Wolf Technology, El Cajon, CA 619.442.0680

Sound Performance, Bensenville, IL 630.893.5002 Avalon Racing, Londonberry, NH 603.425.2270
Associated Tire & Battery, Oak Park, IL 708.383.6673
K&M Magnetics, Glen Ellyn, IL 630.894.3174

Hochman Fabrication and Speed, Wheeling, IL
847.777.1287

TonyMotive Performance, Glenview, IL 708.691.3813
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WINDY CITY ZCLUB

— Ty Ozgen, President - tyozgen @gmail.com

i OPEN V.P. of Activities -
\7J /? Patrick Sylvester, V.P. of Administration - 847-895-6939
Mike Phillips, Membership - membership@windycityzclub.com

Jim Koolish, Newsletter - wczc.news @gmail.com

Glenn Johnson, Webmaster - webmaster @windycityzclub.com

Bill Bragg, Treasurer - 262-697-1779

WINDY CITY Z cLuB

Date: , 20

Name Dual Member’s Name

Street City State  Zip

( ) - ( ) - ( ) -

Cell Phone Home Phone Work Phone

Occupation Birthday (Mo/Day) Shirt Size Dual Member’s Birthday — Shirt Size

e-mail address (please print):
Your e-mail address is important because we send the WCZC newsletter and club notifications via e-mail.
Please remember to keep us updated if your e-mail address changes.

Type of Zs Owned (Please indicate year and quantity):

240Z 300ZX
260Z 3502

280Z 370Z
280ZX NISSAN Z

How did you hear about our club?

Membership $30.00 1-year or $50.00 2-years. New memberships
due at time of joining. Renewals due January 1st of every year

I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING:

OAutocrossing O Tech Seminars
OTrips-Touring O Hosting a club event
ORallying O Customizing

OCar Restoration O Committee Volunteer
ORoad Racing O Club Representative
OSocial Events O Leadership Role

If you have any questions concerning these categories, please call one of the Club Officers listed above.
Please make your check payable to the Windy City Z Club and mail it with this application to:
WINDY CITY Z CLUB
27447 S. Wildwood Drive, Monee, IL 60449
Your membership packet will be sent to you by return mail within two to four weeks
OR
1: Download form and print or save. 2: Attach completed form and email to: membership@windycityzclub.com
3. Use the PayPal button on the home WCZC web page to send in your Payment
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